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In English works a good deal of research work Is carried
out, although few of the results get into print. Those of
a practical nature are used, and the rest of the material
is generally filed for future reference. For instance, at
the time of the introduction of mercerising, or it might be
said the revival of that process, it is known that much
research work was done on the subject at large works in
this country. Some of the results were used in industry,
and some were of scientific interest only. In later years,
many of the same results were found by other experi-
menters and published for the first time. To those
engaged in industrial research there is little gain to be
obtained from the publication of results.
What the author wishes to point out is that, although
the fact is not advertised by the publication of papers
before learned societies, a large amount of research work
takes place in our dye- and similar works, and as a result of
this work processes are improved, economies are made, and
modern methods used. Mr. Hooper, Secretary of Bradford
Chamber of Commerce, said that " the very existence of
the Yorkshire manufacturers and merchants depends on
them keeping abreast with the times. No industry in
the world has been subjected to so many changes or suffered
so much from the vagaries of fashion as has the worsted
industry ; no other industry has shown more readiness to
throw out obsolete machinery and instal new plant in
order to meet the ever-changing requirements of the days,
and so long as the Yorkshire manufacturers, dyers, and
merchants maintain their present enterprise, inventive-
ness, and vigour, they have nothing to fear from foreign
competition," and similarly Lancashire can hope for the
same fate so long as she has her <c energetic, self-reliant,
and inventive people, and her excellent industrial and
commercial organisation?> (the late Elijah Helm). " The
natural life seems as vigorous as ever, but the utmost
energy and resource must be applied in every direction if
we are to hold our own " (Sir E. GiSen).